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PRINCIPAL ACCESSIONS 




Textiles. — Among the recent acces- 
sions in the Department of Textiles, the 
collection of fragments of silk and velvet, 
acquired through the Rogers Fund, will 
prove a rich field to the student of design. 

To Persia and the Far East, Europe is 
indebted for the inspiration that marked 
the development of many of the arts; and 
this is especially true of the product of the 
loom. The art of silk weaving, which in 
Europe dates back to the seventh cen- 
tury, has, in that period, passed through 
many epochs, each marked by variation 
in design and technique. Introduced into 
Sicily from the East, the industry spread 
through Palermo to southern Italy, the 
designs for many years retaining their 
oriental character; and the same was true 
farther west where the art was received 
through the Moors in Spain. 

Of the one hundred and ninety-two 



specimens, which cover a period of sev- 
eral centuries, some of the most interest- 
ing pieces are the fragments of Italian 
and Spanish drawnwork and the early 
weaves of Italian velvets. Prior to the 
fourteenth century no record is found of 
this latter textile, but the industry de- 
veloped rapidly in Italy and she soon at- 
tained a world-wide reputation for this 
ecclesiastical fabric. 

Medals. — Several newmedals havebeen 
added to the collection in Gallery 23. Mr. 
Edward D. Adams has presented a bronze 
copy of one made by order of the Em- 
peror Franz Joseph, of Austria, to com- 
memorate the eightieth birthday of his 
uncle, the Archduke Rainer. The ori- 
ginal medal was the work of Rudolph 
Marschall, the Court Medalist. It meas- 
ures .185 Mm., and shows, on the obverse, 
the head of the Archduke with the in- 
scription, " 1 1 Janner, 1827-1907/' and on 
the reverse the dedication of the Emperor 
reproducing his autograph, which trans- 
lated reads, "To my dear Uncle Archduke 
Rainer on his 80th birthday, in true thank- 
fulness, Franz Joseph/' 

Mr. Adams's gift is one of a limited num- 
ber of medals struck from the origina 
bronze cast by order of the Emperor and 
given to a number of persons named by 
the Archduke and to the highest digni- 
taries of the State. 

Last month Mr. Adams presented a 
copy in silver of the medal issued by the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological 
Society in commemoration of the removal 
of the ashes of the distinguished patriot 
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John Paul Jones, from Paris to Annapolis 
in 1905. This was modeled by Victor D. 
Brenner, the American medalist. 

It is interesting to compare this por- 
trait with one on the obverse of a bronze 
medal, given last month also, by Mr. Wait 
and modeled by Dupre. Dupre's medal 
bears the inscrip- 
tion: Ob. Joanni 
Paulo Jones, 
C l a s s 1 s Prae- 

FECTO. COMITIA 

Americana. Rev. 
Hostium Navi- 
bus Captis Aut 
Fugatis Ad 
Oram Scot i/e 
xxiii Sept. — 
m. dcclxxviiii. 

From Mr. Emile 
Fuchs, the dis- 
tinguished med- 
alist of Austrian 
birth now resident 
in England, we 
have r e c ei v e d 
bronze copies of 
two of his own 

medals, one, dated 1901, commemorative 
of the coronation of King Edward and 
Queen Alexandra, and the other, called 
the "Peace Medal," dedicated "To the 
memory of those who gave their lives for 
King and Country — South Africa Cam- 
paign 1899-1902." 

Mr. Fuchs executed numerous medals 
for the late Queen, as well as for King 
Edward. He designed also the King 
Edward postage stamps. 

Reproductions of Ancient Irish 
Metal Work. — An interesting series of 
reproductions covering the remarkable 
phase of metal work as developed in 
Ireland has been added to the collections 
reported in the Bulletin from time to 
time. 

The pagan Irish, like the ancient Brit- 
ons, practiced from time immemorial- 
long before the introduction of Christi- 
anity, the art of working in bronze, 
silver, gold and enamel — an art which had 
become highly developed by the time St. 



ARCHDUKE RAINER BY MARSCHALL 



Patrick and his fellow-missionaries ar- 
rived. Some of the objects made in 
pagan times show great mastery over 
metals, and admirable skill in design. 
This primitive art was continued into 
Christian times, and was brought to its 
highest perfection in the tenth and elev- 
enth centuries. 
Artistic metal 
work continued to 
flourish until 
about the end of 
the twelfth cen- 
tury, but gradual- 
ly declined after 
that, owing to the 
general disorgani- 
zation of society 
consequent on the 
Anglo-Norman in- 
vasion, and to the 
want of encour- 
agement. 

The three most 
remarkable as well 
as the most beau- 
tiful and elabo- 
rately ornamented 
objects in the National Museum, Dub- 
lin, are the Ardagh Chalice, the Tara 
Brooch, and the Cross of Cong, all made 
by Christian artists. Copies of these 
have been obtained for the Museum's 
collection. 

The Ardagh Chalice, together with a 
brooch, was found close to the village of 
Ardagh in the county of Limerick in 1868. 
It is an exquisite example of Celtic or- 
namentation; and, judging from the de- 
sign, the workmanship is of the end of the 
tenth century, the brooch being of a some- 
what later date. The Tara Brooch, found 
in 1850 near Drogheda, is ornamented 
with amber, glass and enamel and the 
characteristic Irish filigree or interlaced 
work. From its style, it is known to be 
of the same date as the Ardagh Chalice. 
The Cross of Cong, which is made of wood 
plated with metal and covered with ela- 
borate ornamentation of pure Celtic de- 
sign, was finished in 1 103. 

St. Patrick's bell of the fifth century, 
with its elaborate shrine, which was made 
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between the years 1091 and 1121, is 
an interesting specimen of this ancient 
Irish art. The shrine, a fine example of 
goldsmith's work, was made to cover and 
protect the old bell. 

The other reproductions newly ac- 
quired are: a gold collar, now in the Brit- 
ish Museum, two penannular brooches 
and a hinge brooch, the latter being one 
of the most beautiful bronze objects in 
the National Museum at Dublin. 



Silver Plate. — The recent purchase 
of seven pieces of Irish silver ware now 
exhibited in the Room of Recent Acces- 
sions consists of a flat-top tankard of the 
time of Queen Anne, two small waiters 
and two two-handled cups of the latter 
end of the same century, all made in 
Dublin, and a creamer made in Cork about 

*757- 




IRISH PLATE, 1757 

COMPLETE LIST OF ACCESSIONS 

FEBRUARY 25 TO MARCH 25, 1907 

CLASS OBJECT SOURCE 

Costumes *A waistcoat, French Purchase. 

Glass (objects in) fA double drinking-glass, French. Gift of Mr. Charles Balliard. 

Ivory -j-Powder flask, carved with hunting 

scene, Persian, seventeenth century. Purchase. 

Medai s •(•Medal struck in commemoration of 

the eightieth anniversary of the birth 
of Archduke Rainer, uncle of the 
Emperor of Austria, 1907 Gift of Mr. Edward D. Adams. 

-|-Medal struck to commemorate the 
Coronation of King Edward VII 
and Queen Alexandra, 1 901, by Emil 
Fuchs Gift of the Sculptor. 

•fMedal struck to commemorate peace, 
South African Campaign, 1893 and 
1902, by Emil Fuchs Gift of the Sculptor. 

*Not yet placed on exhibition -|-Recent Accessions Room (Floor 1, Room 3.) 
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